
2010 NEBRASKA STATE FIRE SCHOOL CLASS LIST 
Please pay special attention to the course descriptions! 

Pay special attention to student numbers per class.   Some classes request only two per department 
enrollment and classes with student limits of 40 or  less will be limited to 3 per department registeri ng in the 
class.   Class locations will be included with class confirmations picked up at the fire school registration desk prior to 
11:00am., Friday, May 21. 
 
 
10-1 
 
Elected Officials 
Sponsor:  Nebraska Forest Service 
Instructor:  George Teixeira, Fire Resource Mgr 
 
This special three hour course will be offered 
Saturday, May 22 from 1pm-4pm.  This class is 
specifically directed toward Rural Board members 
and fire chiefs.  Speakers will include Jim Egr, 
NSVFA legal counsel, Gerald Stilmock, NSVFA 
Lobbyist, Tim Hoeft, Phelps Co. attorney and 
George Teixeira, Nebraska Forest Service. 
Topics include: 
 

�  State statutes pertaining to rural boards 
�  Rural Board responsibilities 
�  On going legislative issues 
�  Legal topics brought to the class by 

attendees. 
 
Course Limit:  30 
 
 
 

10-2  -  SORRY, CLASS IS FULL   
Fire Chiefs Tool Box 
Sponsor:  Nebraska Forest Service 
Instructor:  George Teixeira, Fire Resource Mgr 
 
This class is designed for the new fire chief who 
has been “in charge” for two years or less or 
anyone considering becoming a fire officer.  
Topics will be presented by the State Fire 
Marshal, Nebraska Forest Service, Health and 
Human Services (EMS) and will include many 
important subjects includes legal issues and ISO.  
The portion of the class held Sunday morning will 
be a round table discussion with various fire 
chiefs from across the State regarding lessons 
learned, past experiences, tricks of the trade, 
personnel issues and other questions students 
wish to address. 
 
Course Limit:  25 

 
 
10-3 
Fire Investigation 
Instructor:  Deputy State Fire Marshals  
 
Fire scene security and evidence preservation 
including methods and legal issues will be taught 
as well as firefighters responsibilities at death 
scene investigations, case preparation and 
firefighter’s testimony.  Fire pattern analysis and 
interpretation, chemistry of fire and progression, 
burn pattern analysis, and motives, interviews 
and intervention of juvenile fire setters and 
investigation of vehicle fires will also be included 
in the instruction of this class. 
 
Course Limit:  Unlimited 
 
 
 

 
(Catch Smokey’s Tip at 

http://www.nsvfa.org/fire_prevention.htm) 
 
 
 
10-4 
Nebraska Fire Happenings 
Instructor:  Deputy State Fire Marshals 
 
This class will include presentations on fires and 
incidents that happened across the State of 
Nebraska during 2009/2010.  Review of causes, 
actions and lessons learned will enable the 
student to plan for possible similar events in their 
communities. 
 
Course Limit:  Unlimited 
 
 



10-5 
Red Card Certification (Firefighter Trning/Wildfire Behavior) 
Instructor:  Nebr. Forest Service, Casey McCoy 
This is a special four day class with its own 
schedule  beginning at 8:00am Thursday, May 20 
and concluding 6:00pm, Sunday, May 23, 2010. 
 
This training is for entry level firefighters and to 
refresh structural and wildland firefighters.  This 
course is required to obtain national red card 
certification and includes the NWCG L-180 Basic 
Leadership course, safety, basic incident mgmt., 
suppression equipment, strategy/tactics and fire 
behavior training. 
 
Scholarships are available from the Nebr. Forest 
Service for Nebraska students completing the 
course. 
 
Personal Protective Equipment required for field 
exercises (wildland PPE preferred, SCBA not 
necessary) . 
 
Course Limit:  25 (Must attend all four days ) 
 
 
 
10-6 
Fire Prevention and You / Developing a 
Prevention Program 
Sponsor:  Nebraska Forest Service 
Coordinator:  Bob Vogltance, Fire Resource Mgr 
 
This class will explore resources, techniques and 
ideas related to Fire Prevention and YOU, the 
Firefighter - Educator. The class will offer the 
chance to see and learn inventive ways to deliver 
Fire Prevention messages and you will have the 
hands on experience of developing a prevention 
program from start to finish. You will be shown 
that fire prevention activities can be conducted 
successfully in your community by YOU and your 
department.  Class instructors include Dr. Scott 
Josiah, Nebraska State Forester and Partners in 
Prevention, Stu Wilsman, Linda Pasewalk, 
Rhonda Cerny, Mark Graf and Bill Fortune. 
 
The targeted audience would be fire 
prevention/education personnel, volunteers in the 
community, teachers, Rural Board and City Council 
members, public education officers from fire 
departments and fire prevention co-op members. 
 
Course Limit:  40 
 

10-7  -  SORRY, CLASS IS FULL  
 
Emergency Vehicle Operations for Ambulance 
Drivers 
Instructor:  Nebraska State Patrol 
 
Class includes driver selection, driver and vehicle 
preparation, receiving and response to calls, 
action on the scene and return response. 
 
Course Limit:  25 (Must attend all 3 days ) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10-8 
CSI – Nebraska 
Instructors: Nebr. Attorney General’s Office 
U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration 
Bureau of Alcohol/Tobacco/Firearms/Explosives 
Scotts Bluff County Sheriff’s Office 
 
Topics discussed in this class will include: 

1. Bombs and Explosives 
2. Nebraska Methamphetamine and 

Clandestine Drug Labs 
3. Flashing Lights, Sirens and Emergency 

Driving 
4. EMT’s, Firefighters, Crime Scenes and 

Death Investigations 
5. Automobile Accidents and the Fire Service 

 
Course Limit:  Unlimited 



10-9 
 
Introduction to Firefighting 
Instructor:  State Fire Marshal Training Division 
 
This class will involve knowledge and skills 
training for the student on a variety of topics for 
the beginner.  This class is NOT for those who 
have acquired firefighting skills.  Students will be 
divided into groups for participation in each 
session.  Topics include: 

1. Fire Theory – 3 hours 
2. SCBA – 3 hours 
3. Fire Streams – 1.5 hours 
4. Live Fire – 1.5 hours 
5. Ladders – 1.5 hours 
6. Hoses & Loads – 1.5 hours 

 
Personal Protective Equipment Requirements 
Apply including SCBA . 
 
Course Limit:  240 (4 per department) 
 
 
 
 
 
10-10 
 
Foam Operations:  Class A & B Fires 
Instructor:  State Fire Marshal Training Division, 
Task Force Tips, Dave Burns 
 
Participants will be instructed on how foam 
applications are made, proper use of foam, 
protection capabilities and use on different 
classes of fires.  Strengthen skills in the selection 
and application of foam materials in emergency 
situations discussing application methods, 
appliances and uses in classroom and exercise 
practice. 
 
Saturday Only:  Personal Protective 
Equipment Requirements Apply including 
SCBA. 
 
Course Limit:  40 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10-11 
 
Rural Water Supply & Practical Hydraulics 
Instructor:  State Fire Marshal Training Division 
 
Students will develop an understanding of a water 
shuttle from different sources, setup and 
operations of a water shuttle and procedures to 
establish a sufficient supply to maintain 
firefighting operations.  Rate of flow will be 
discussed and applied in demonstrations.  Water 
movement will be from hydrants, draft, dry 
hydrants and other sites and delivered to tenders, 
portable tanks and grass rigs. 
 
Personal Protective Equipment Requirements 
Apply 
 
Course Limit:  50 
 
 
 

10-12  -  SORRY, CLASS IS FULL      
 
Wildland Fires in Fine Fuels/Wildland Engine 
Operations 
Instructor:  State Fire Marshal Training Division 
 
Six hours of this class will address the volatility of 
Wildland Fires in Fine Fuels (grasses) found in 
Nebraska.  Students will be introduced to native 
prairie grasses.  Wildland fire behavior, tactics, 
equipment, and PPE and fire fighter safety will be 
discussed. 
 
The Wildland Engine Operations portion of this 
class will address different types of wildland 
engines, their capabilities in off-road situations as 
well as different types of water supplies and 
pumping capabilities.  The class will also discuss 
different types of wildland fuels and terrain that 
these engines might operate in, how to safely 
attack wildland fires with wildland engines, safe 
response, and routine maintenance of the 
engines. Different types of wildland engines will 
be looked at and all types of required equipment 
on the engines will be discussed. Different types 
of hose lays will also be demonstrated and 
Federal wildland engine agreements will be 
discussed.  
 
Course Limit:  40 



10-13 
 
Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus 
Instructor:  State Fire Marshal Training Division 
 
This class will present many of the objectives 
required by NFPA 1001.  Classroom discussion 
and student participation will develop knowledge 
and skills needed to properly use and operate 
many forms of SCBA.  The practical skills portion 
of the class, held on Saturday, will require 
students to participate in workstations simulating 
the strenuous work required by firefighters 
utilizing SCBA’s. 
 
Students must be physically capable of handling 
strenuous work during the skills portion of this 
class. 
 
Saturday Only:  Personal Protective 
Equipment Requirements Apply to include 
SCBA from student’s respective department, 
if possible . 
 
Course Limit:  40 
 
 
 
 
 
10-12  -  SORRY, CLASS IS FULL  
 
Vehicle Extrication 
Instructor:  State Fire Marshal Training Division 
 
Students will develop skills needed to perform 
safe and timely rescue of individuals trapped in 
vehicle accidents.  Best use of certain tools, 
different types of vehicles and individual problems 
and hazards will be explored.  Topics to be 
discussed include roofs, windshields, bumpers, 
electrical systems, door glass, fuel tanks and 
systems and types of fire potential.  Problem 
areas of new vehicles, air bag systems and 
unibody and hybrid vehicles will be discussed. 
 
 
Saturday and Sunday Only:  Personal 
Protective Equipment Requirements Apply 
 
Course Limit:  75 
 
 

10-15  -  SORRY, CLASS IS FULL        
 
Basic Pump Operations 
Instructor:  State Fire Marshal Training Division 
 
Discussion of maintenance, operation and 
components of fire pumps and principles of 
hydraulics and friction loss in hose lines will lead 
students to acquire knowledge and skills to 
properly operate a fire pump in emergency 
situations. 
 
Students will operate a fire pump and develop 
proper pressure to develop effective fire stream 
for firefighting principles. 
 
Saturday and Sunday:  Personal Protective 
Equipment Requirements Applies for all 
evolutions and students will be involved 
working on and around fire apparatus. 
 
Course Limit:  40 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10-16  -  SORRY, CLASS IS FULL  
 
Strategies & Tactics / Initial Company Operations 
Instructor:  State Fire Marshal Training Division 
 
This course is designed to meet the needs of 
Company Officers responsible for managing 
operations of one or more companies during 
structural firefighting operations. 
 
The course will provide in depth analysis of fire 
control through utilization of personnel, 
equipment, and extinguishing agents. 
 
Students will set-up an Incident Command 
System, call for appropriate resources and bring 
the scenario to a controlled conclusion.  The 
student will identify and analyze major causes of 
LODD related to health, wellness, fitness and 
vehicle operations. 
 
 
Course Limit:  30 
 



10-17  -  SORRY, CLASS IS FULL  
 
Thermal Imaging Cameras 
Instructor:  State Fire Marshal Training Division 
 
This course addresses design and operation of 
thermal imagers, how to use the camera, how to 
read the image and development of a SOP for 
use of the imager. 
 
Students will work on simulations, identifying 
objects, liquids, locations and materials.  
Operations of the camera for scene assessment, 
search and rescue and many other uses will be 
taught. 
 
Saturday and Sunday Only:  Personal 
Protective Equipment Requirements Apply 
(SCBA is required) for proper simulation (not 
actual live fire situations) 
 
Course Limit:  35 
 
 
 
 
 
10-18  -  SORRY, CLASS IS FULL  
 
Forcible Entry Techniques 
Instructor:  State Fire Marshal Training Division 
 
Participants will develop skills necessary to make 
entry into locked structures for the purpose of fire 
suppression, rescue, EMS assistance etc. with 
minimal damage to the structure’s design by 
reviewing forcible entry skills and building 
construction. 
 
Several types of locks will be worked on and 
disassembled and entries made with provided 
forcible entry tools. 
 
Personal Protective Equipment Requirements 
Apply.  All head protection must have eye 
protection in place. 
 
Course Limit:  40 
 
 
 
 
 

10-19  -  SORRY, CLASS IS FULL  
 
Basic Rope Rescue 
Instructor:  State Fire Marshal Training Division 
 
This course will consist of both classroom and 
practical exercises.  Students will acquire the 
knowledge and develop skills needed to perform 
emergency rescue using lifelines and to 
understand the importance of proper equipment 
and the safety factor for these types of rescues. 
 
Personal Protective Equipment Requirements: 
Lace-up type footwear; clean, well fitting 
leather gloves (no dirty gloves), and helmet 
with chinstrap.  No personal rescue 
equipment allowed – will use only SFM/TD 
equipment.  Full length pants and acceptable 
shirt must be worn for exercise participation . 
 
Course Limit:  40 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10-20  -  SORRY, CLASS IS FULL   
 
Taking Care of Our Own 
Instructor:  Kyle Ienn, Ralston Fire Chief 
 
This program is designed to assist Firefighters – 
EMS personnel to better prepare for what could 
be the worst day in their fire service/EMS career, 
a Line of Duty Death.  Taking Care of Our Own 
will cover: 
 
�  Pre-incident planning 
�  Survivor notification 
�  Family and co-worker support 
�  Benefits 
�  Resources available to the families 
 
Those who have attended this program say it has 
helped them understand what they need to do 
and provided the resources to create or enhance 
plans and policies. 
 
Course Limit:  30 
 
 
 



10-21  -  SORRY, CLASS IS FULL  
 
Agricultural Emergency and Extrication Principles 
Instructor:  Earl Rudolph, Fremont FD 
 
Students will become familiar with different types 
of farm machinery accidents and how those 
situations need to be handled.  Rescue 
equipment, procedures and safety will be 
discussed. 
 
Personal Protective Equipment Requirements 
Apply 
 
Course Limit:  40 
 
 
 
 

10-22  -  SORRY, CLASS IS FULL        
 
Grain Extrication 
Instructor:  SATRA in cooperation with GSI 
Industries) 
 
GSI Safety training at your doorstep.  This is a 
worthwhile class as it brings awareness, 
knowledge, and actual hands on experience to 
students.  The trainer and supervised training 
program create a safe, controlled environment for 
relevant and critical rescue training that teaches 
not only prevention, but the proper actions to take 
in the event of an actual grain engulfment 
emergency. 
 
Implemented during training, the RES-Q trainer 
simulator, GSI’s portable training unit is a unique 
piece of mobile equipment that utilizes a seven 
foot pivot-mounted hopper tank with popup 
design including a three inch air system for easy 
filling and unloading of grain used for 
reenactment. 
 
“Approximately 160 deaths per year occur from grain 
engulfments and approximately 60% could have been 
rescuers themselves had they had the correct 
knowledge and training.  (These numbers are 
approximate and not meant to instill fear but at the 
same time making the rescuer’s aware that their lives 
can be in danger as well as the victim they are trying 
to save.)” 
 
Course Limit:  35 

10-23 
 
Railroad Hazardous Materials and Emergency 
Response 
Instructor: Rocky Bell, Burlington Northern/Santa 
Fe Railroad  
 
This class will provide first responders with the 
basic knowledge required to respond to a railroad 
emergency which may or may not involve 
hazardous materials.  The course is an equal 
portion of class room and “hands on” using live 
rail equipment.  Learn safety considerations and 
basic damage assessment and features of 
various rail cars and response to locomotive fires 
on site.  Discover how to read shipping papers, 
placards and markings.  Be trained how railroads 
will assist your response and fit within incident 
command structures. 
 
Requirements: 
For hands on training, solid shoes with a defined 
heel, (high top boots preferred), hard hats 
(firefighter turn out helmets acceptable), gloves, 
and safety glasses (fire helmets with shields 
acceptable) 
 
Course Limit:  25 
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10-24  -  SORRY, CLASS IS FULL  
 
Vehicle & Structure Live Fire Simulators 
Instructor: Hennepin Technical College 
 
 
Hennepin Technical College again brings its Live 
Fire Simulator and Portable Car Trainer to the 
Nebraska Fire School. 
 
The Live Fire Simulator provides a realistic 
training scenario where a control operator 
controls flame intensity and height, smoke levels, 
flashover and extinguishment. 
 
The class is designed to provide classroom 
discussion and demonstration by contact, the 
principles of interior fire behavior, ventilation, 
attack and extinguishment procedures and 
vehicle fire extinguishment.  Students will be 
required to make attacks as team members. 
 
Personal Protective Equipment Requirements 
Apply.  Students must be competent in hand 
line and nozzle operation and SCBA usage 
and should make every attempt to bring their 
own SCBA . 
 
Course Limit:  60 (2 Students per Dept.) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10-25 
 
North Platte Live Fire Simulator Class: 
Instructor:  North Platte Fire Department Training 
Staff 
 
This class will provide classroom discussion and 
demonstration by contact, the principles of interior 
fire behavior, ventilation, attack and 
extinguishment procedures.  The Live Fire 
Simulator provides a realistic training 
environment for the student where the operator 
controls flame intensity, rollover, smoke levels 
and extinguishment. 
 
Students will be required to work as teams on 
attack and ventilation crews. 
 
Personal Protective Equipment Requirements 
Apply.  Students are required to bring their 
own SCBA. 
 
Course Limit:  60 (2 Students per Dept.) 
 
 
 

10-26  -  SORRY, CLASS IS FULL      
 
EMS Class 
Instructor:  Leslie Gunning-Scofield, BA, NREMT-B 
Director of First Responder Education 
Center for Preparedness Education 
 
This class includes three sections: 
 
Section 1:  Infection Control and Ambulance 
Decontamination where students will receive an overview 
of infection control and how disease is spread, review 
various levels of bio PPE and use hands on skills to 
decontaminate themselves and their work areas. 
 
Section 2:  Chemical, Biological and Explosives – How 
to Recognize, Stabilize and Protect the EMS Provider.  
Using high fidelity human patient simulators, students will be 
able to demonstrate proficiency in recognizing the hazards 
of, signs & symptoms of and patient treatment. 
 
Section 3:  Nuclear and Radiological Considerations 
for the EMS Provider.  The student will receive an 
overview of the various types of radiation and identify local 
sources of radiation.  Students will learn to describe signs 
and symptoms from a patient with radiological exposure and 
demonstrate skills in caring for a victim of radiological 
release using a high fidelity patient simulator. 
 
Course Limit:  30 



10-27     
 
Nebraska Recruitment and Retention Program 
Instructor:  Mike McKinnon, Retired Denison IA 
Fire Chief 
 (Currently, Fire Service Instructor for San Juan 
College) 
 
Section I:  Motivation--discussion of what 
motivates people to volunteer, the make up 
firefighters in the nation today as well as today’s 
work force and what the workforce will be in 
2020. 
 
Section II:  Basics of recruitment and how to 
market each generation– needs analysis, type of 
volunteers needed, who is the target audience 
and traditional or non-traditional firefighter.  
Barriers to recruitment are reviewed. 
 
Section III:  Retention--Learn are retention tactics, 
key components of retention and pitfalls 
detracting from retention. 
 
Section IV:  Leadership—Characteristics, how 
good leaders affect R&R, risk management, 
LODD review, goals of good leaders, R&R of 
good leaders. 
 
Section V:  Wrap up and Review 
 
Course Limit:  50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

10-28     
 
Health & Wellness Advocate Workshop 
Hosted by:  NVFC Heart-Healthy Firefighter 
Program 
Instructed By:  L&T Health and Fitness 

 
The HWA workshop will provide Advocates with the 
basic principles behind developing sound health and 
wellness programs for firefighters at their firehouse.  
 
The workshop includes an overview of fitness and 
looks at the areas of anatomy, physiology and 
biomechanics, which are the building blocks for 
designing a safe and effective exercise program. 
Advocates are given guidance on establishing health & 
fitness goals, safety and injury prevention, exercise 
and stress management and how to develop a safe 
exercise program utilizing five components of fitness. 
 
Lessons on nutrition, healthy eating and weight 
management are also topics of focus as it relates to 
health and wellness. At the end of the workshop all 
Advocates are encouraged to participate in a  
demonstration of functional training exercises which 
can be easily utilized at the firehouse with minimal 
equipment. 
 
Advocates will leave with a Fit Kit and a workshop 
curriculum binder in addition to other resources to 
assist in improving upon or beginning a health and 
wellness program within their Department.  
 
Course Limit:  35 
 
 
 
 
Heart-Healthy Firefighter Program: 
 
The NVFC Heart-Healthy Firefighter Program is 
the only national program dedicated to saving 
America's firefighters and EMS personnel from 
their leading cause of death: heart disease. We 
invite firefighters, EMS personnel, and their 
families to explore the web site at www.healthy-
firefighter.org to find out how easy, fun, and 
rewarding it is to get healthy. Join us at the 
Heart-Healthy Firefighter booth to receive a 
free health screening, participate in a Wii 
Fitness Challenge and to find more 
information about the program . 


